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TO THE 
K E A D ES 


Bag Have too often (and wot without re- 
w [7a gret) beheld choſe monſtrous births 
A: which have been forced into the 

Ct) world by the unskilfull ana? injurious 
Midwifery of Scriblers, Stationers, and Prin- 
ters, after the death of their pretended Parents , 
Indzed,who would not betroubled ro ſee thei inno- 
cent Names of eminent Divines made ( as it were) 
204 pennance in ebe Printers Sheets,for the ins 
continency ofcheir wanton Audicors, who be- 
tween the Pen and the Preſs, beget a4 bring forth 
a Baſtard brood of Sermons, wich rhey muſs 
father, 


A. 2 How: 


F > "* » "- 


_— 


To the Reader, 

How greatly that Reverend man of God Dr. 
John Hewit (/#ce bis ſuffering death) barb upon 
th '5 account ſuffered from his ſeeming Friends, is 
obyions fo every intelligent eye; witneſi two 


Books of Sermons Printed and publiſhed under 
his Name,and ( notwithſtanding ſome of them ap- 


pear tobe tranſlations our of French Authonrs ) 


pretended fo be his z which was done #00, both 
azainſt a ſpecial Caveat entered in Stationers- 
Hall by bis honourable Lady: and Advertiſe- 
mentsz# print by rwo of his worthy Friends, viz. 
Br. Wild, and Mr. Barwick, whoſe Names bave 
been made uſe of without their pri vity or conſent; 
ro fland m place and (hew of Licenſers 
of thoſe Sermons, which they wterly diſown , 
and defire by this meanes publiquely 7o dil. 
claim. 

This having beentheLot of ſo many Preachers 
of the Goſpel, andrihoſe men famous intheir Ge- 
neration,. Idonot much wonder, and am the leſs 
troubled cbat it is mine; only 1 muſt needs reſent 
( yet not without a readineſsto forgive) the im- 
pudence of thoſe, who have, as it were, raviſhed 


. my Sermon before my face, dealing ſo injuriouſly 


by me whilefs alive. By this I plainly foreſee 
| what 


To the Reader, 
what is tobe expected when 1 amdead: The con- 
ſideration whereof, bath been, and1s one cauſe 
enducing mz to appear /0 often in Print, thas what 
#5 ( lingenuwouſlz conteſy ) but very impertet as 
the beſt, may nor however come forth mangled 
hereafter, | 

I hope the Candid Reader will of think his 
patience abuſed, whieſt 1 ſhall in a few words 
| inform him h3w much I have been abuſed in this 
E: kind, 
| ' Some years ago came forcb alittle Manual of {e- 
| weralPrayers, whe cof rat $3 which my Name is 
"9 affixed, t for the molt part made up of ſuch ex- 
| : preſſtons, which ( bow good ſoever they may be in 

themſelyes ) were no wons 10 beuſed by me, as 
appeareth by that Prayer, which ( forthis Reaſon) 
1 prefixed before the firſt part of my Expoſition 
upon Ss, Johns fact E piltle. 

IL met th#s laſt Summer with a Book called The 
| Herballof Divinity,uponthe Title page where- 
L. of (che Authours Name b:ing concealed) my 
| '___ Name #5 affixedizgreat Letters, io 4 part of 4 
| ſenrence with which i began a Sermon preached 

| a: Sr, Gregories os Low Sunday laſt, upon 5h: 


. Text which i pla.ed in the fron of th Dil- 
AZ courſe, 


To the Reader, 


courſe, namely the 26" of Iſaia. and the 19 
verſe. For this cauſe (very provably ) chat: 
the udwary Reader might believe is to be 
mine, 

Within theſe tew weeks, 1 haveperuſed a Dif- 
courſe in part mine, and but i part ( «s will 
appear by ch: enſuing Sermon) Printed and 
publiſhed without my knowledge, Indeed, | 
beard a flying Rumour, and received a name- 
Iſle Letter, #brearning the publication of it, but 
I was n0: willing #0. believe any would be ſo au- 
dacious, till now 1 ſee ir. Itis true, my Name- 
#s not expreſ}; but it is ſaid to be a Sermon. 
Preached: at chat place, and on that day, and 
upon that Text, where, when, and on which [ 
preached : 2nd nbich proclaimethehe inſolence 
of theſe Publiſbers, though they never had any 
conference with me, either before or ſince 
my preaching ,' 72 #hey preſume ro know my 
thoughts, in tha: it is ſaid to be Intended 
for the ſolemnization of Do&or Hewits 
Funerall : Whereds iN truth, was engaged 
fo preach that turn as SF. Gregories before 
t9: DoRors death ; yea, when there was ſome 
hopes of his life. And though I deny not. 
En bus 


_— 


To the Reader, 


bus that ſad Providence #tervenimg, OCCa- 
fioned me to pitch my thoughts '0n Far ſub. 
je&; yer had | intended is for bis Punerall, 
1 juſtly could, and certainl) ſhould, bare 
given a farre more ample Character of 65s 
- worth. | 

If now the Reader /ſball defire ro know 
what was my recall intent is Preaching 8645 
following Sermon as rbat time, the clole 
of it will informe him, that-it was no 0- 
ther then what ought ro be one end of all 
Preaching , namely , to bring the People to 
Repentance, 4nd obſerving a general ſad- 
neſle of Compaſſion upox their ſpirits , I 
was willing ſo 70 frame my Diſcourle, 
that through Gods Grace, a ſorrow 
of Compungion might accompany 
it, 

What was then Preached , and bath 
ben bitherto withheld from the Preſle { part- 
ly ous of a4 mean Opinion of che Work it 
ſelf, and partly out of a juſt defire nor to 
exaſperate) I am wow necceſlitared ro pub- 
liſh for my own Vindication, ard that what 
was the Preachers aim may be effeed upon 

all 


— 


To the Reader, 


al whothen- heardp or /ball now read is, is and 
| ſhall bebis earneſt and unceſſans _ as rhe 
Throncof Grace, Amen. 


Narn. Harvpy, 


THE 


THE 


Sal PROGNOS TICK 
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Approaching JUDGMENT. 


Isa1an 59 Chapt, Verle the firſt, 


The righteous periſheth, and no man 
layeth it to heart, and merciful 
men are taken away, none confude- 
ring that the righteous is taken away 

' From the eyil to come. | 


Ur Prophet 1ſaiah in his two and twes- 

tiech Chapter, tels us of a day where- 
> inthe Lord God of Hoſts cals to weep- Wa2.12, 
ins and mourning, and though (fince 

LE every day 1s a day of ſinning) every 
gay ought: to be a day of mourning ; yet there are 
EY b F- - 
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Gen, I. 


A our ſpecial daies wherein God expects this duty | 


from us: wy 

The day of any hainowe wickedneſs committed by 
eur ſelves or others. 

The day of any. grievous: Judgement, either nati- 
onal or perſonal inflicted, 

The day wherein thewicked proſper, and the un- 
godly triumph, And 

The day wherein any of &ods faithful and eminent 
ſervants are ſnatcht away and cut off by death. 

It is not many daies ( Beloved ) fince there was 
ſuch a day, and of ſuch a day it is my Text ſpeaks 
the want of a due and ſerious confideration whereof, 
moved our. Prophet to take up, this bitter lamenta- 
tion; The riehteous periſheth and. no man layeth it tg 
beart, &Cc. 

- This ſad and ſorrowfull complaznt looks two waies, 
tothe Godly, and to the Wicked ; bewailing the mi- 
ſery of the ove, and bemoaning the 7niquzty of the 
other, that-the perſons of the godly. were deftroyed, 
and the hearts of the wicked hardened. That ariſeth 
from erief, this from gief mixed: with anger; both. 
very vehement, as appeareth by the xeu/tiplication of 
ſeveral clagſes to the ſame ſenſe. God grand that 7 
in handling, and you in hearing, may have the ſame 
holy paſſzons which our Prophet had in atreripg this 
dolefull ditty, The righteoas periſheth, and: no man 
layeth it to heart, &c, 

Begjy we with the complaint concerning the God- 
dy, which we find to be both. amplified and witiga- 
ted ; Amplified in two Clauſes, Fhe righteous pe- 
riſheth, The mercifull men are. taken away © Miti- 
: | gated, 


- of approaching Fudement. 3 
gated in ove, they are taken away from the evil to 
come. | 

In the enlarging of the complaint, we ſhall con- Pariic. I, 
ſider the Godly mans diſpofition and condition, That | 
really very good, this ſeemingly very bad, both cha- Lent 
racterized in two words : His 4:ſpoſition, in thoſe 
two, righteous and merciful z his conditiow in thoſe 
two, periſheth and taken away: Ofeach a word. 

I. Thefftching weare to take notice of, is the 
Goaly mans diſpoſition. And that 

I. As deſcyibed in the word righteous, a word 
which being in the Hebrew in the Jena number, 
and having an Article prefixt, is by ſome Expoſitours Lap. in lic. 
peculiarly applied to Chriſt, as if this verſe were a Pro- PIT 
pheſie of his death, Indeed, to him eſpecially and 
primarily doth this title of righteous belong, There 
is none righteaus, no not one, ( faith the Pſalmiff, ) Plli4.z, - 
Except one, ( faith the Father, ) meaning Chri#, ©6 ibid. 
who is perfeFly and originally righteous * in which 
reſpect hs Prophet Malachy calls him the Syunve of ral.q. 2: 
riehteonſneſs. Righteouſneſs ig us, like light in the 
Moon, hath its ſpots and imperfections : We at 
be, are but Starres of ri _— which ſhine 

-with a borrowed light : Chriſt, like the Sunxe, hath 

in himſelf a fulneſs of grace, of jwhich we receive 

grace for erace, Of this righteoms perſon it is true, Joh. x. 16, 

that he periſhed in the opinion, and was taken 4- 

way by the rage of his exemies + Nay, which too 

truly auſlwereth the Texs, he died wnlamented by the 

generality of the people z So that he might well 

have #ttered upon the Croſs thoſe words of the 

Church, Is 6 nothing to _—_ that paſs by ? _ Lam.1. 12, 
2 a 


— 
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2 King.2 I, 16. 


Zap. 
San8. c in loc. 


Muſc. 


Jer. 23.6. 


ta 61.10. 


x3 COr.1. 30, 


&mbroſ. 


_and [ ee if there be any ſorrow like unto my ſorrow which-is 


done unto me, wherewith the Lord hath afflicted me in 
the day of his fierce anger. 

But when I obſerve the other Charater to be in 
the Plarall number, mercifull men, 1 rather incline 
to underſtand this word though in the Sinenlar, as 
nomen colieitivum, referring not to ene, but many, 
and accordingly thoſe Prophets and Meſſengers of the 
Lord, together with the other. of his faichtull ſervants 
which were ſ/atn in the dayes of Manaſſeh, who ſhed 
innocent bloud untill hs had filled Feruſalem with 
bloud from one end to the other, are conceived by Ex- 
pofitors to be thoſe whom the. Prophet here be- 
moaneth, 


; Tf it ſhall be now exquired in what »9tion this 
' term righteous was attributed to them, and may be 


affirmed of every godly man 7 I anſwer, they are 
righteous ina three-fold ſenſe, Really, Interpretatively, 
Comparatively, : 
I, Every godly man is really righteous, inaſmuch as 
I. His perſon is juſtified through our Lord Feſws 


cbrift, who 1s therefore called by the Prophet Fe- 


remy, the Lord our righteouſneſs, and is ſaid by the 


Prophet 1/aiab, to cover us with the robe of righte- 


enſneſs, and by S* Pant, to be made of God unto us 
righteouſneſs. Thus as all men are ſinners in the 
firſt, {0 are all believers righteows in the ſecond 4- 
dam, This is that righteouſneſs which is purely Z- 
wangelicall, and is called the righteouſneſs of faith, 
becauſe the 72g/teonſmeſs of Chriſt apprehended by 
faith: Hence it comes to paſs that as the Father 
elegantly, 2»od_ lex operum monendo imperat, lex 


fidet 


of approaching Fudement. 5 


fidei credends impeirat + that righteouſneſs which the 
Law requireth, fatth obtains. T 2 Ul 

2, His nature is renewed after the Image of Goa, 
which St Paul tels- us conſiſts in righteouſneſs and £7424: 
true holineſs - in this reſpec? it 1s that believers are 
ſaid to partake of 'the (or rather 4a) divine nathre'by 
the Apoſtle Peter, and to be born of God: by the 2 Per.r. 4. 
Apoſtle Fohn, becaule after a ſort they are r:ghte- 1 loh.s.r. 
ons as God & righteous: well may the name r4ghte- 
ous be given, where. the new divine nature is cop- 
ferred, which maketh us of ankholy, holy, of vicious, 
vertuous, Of unjuſt, righteous. 

3. His life is reformed, and in ſome meaſure or- 
dered. according to the rule of righteouſneſs , the 
Word of God ; He that doth righteonſneſs faith Saint 
' Fohn, & rizhteous ; every good man doth. righte- 
ouſneſs , though not exattly, yet ſincerely ; his aim 
and endeavour 1S to give God and man their due, tri- 
bute to whoms tribute, caſtome to whom cuſtome, fear gom.x,,r.. 
to whom fear , honour to whom honow belone- 
eth, | 

2, Every godly man is righteows interpretatively, 
inaſmuch as being "juſtified by Chriff, and ſaniified 
by the Spirit, God doth account, - accept of him as 
righteous. The ſame word in the Hebrew fignift- 
eth upright and perte&t; to teach us that upright 
perſons are (for Chriſts ſake) accepted. of God, as 
if they were perfet?. Well might. the Propher, 
well may we call them righteous, whom. God cals {0+ 
and we finde upon record, Noah, Fob , with others, gen.s.s. 
to be commended by 60d himſelf as rightes lob i. x. 


ONS. 


I Ioh.3.7. 


B3 3. Every 


—i_—_— 
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3. Ey odly man is righteows comparatively, 
in Te ted | mi whom h ſy 
thus theſe of whom our Prophet here {peaketh, be. 
ing compared with thoſe voluptuonms Epicares men- 
tioned in the ed of the former Chapter, might well 
be ſided righteous, Look how the Saints are ſaid 
to be worthy; ſo they inay be ſaid to be righteous, 
Ambroſ.in A- Quanium ad comparationen -caterorum , tO wit in 
_ compariſon of others, Indeed on the one hand the 
moſt holy man compared with God and Chrift is #njuſt 
and #mpnre 3 and therefore it is when the Saznts have 
look't pou God,they abhor themſelves. But on the 
other hand compared with the wigked, they are juſtly 
efteemed righteoms : when the ations of the good 
andthe bad are ſet together, the prayers, tears, fits, 
and alms of the oxe, by the oaths, jollities, curſings, 
and oppreſiions of the other, they become ſo much 
the more conſþicuos ; and as although ſilver be far 
below gold, yet it is very preciows in compariſon of 
lead and irens (o the ſervants of God, though i»fi- 
nitely ſhort of his purity and righteouſneſs, are righ- 

teoms if compared with the ungodly and profane. 
2. Having diſcovered to you the firſt Charaf7er 
of righteows ; proceed we to a wiew of the ſecong, 
Man T2 hich is merciful, According to the Hebrew, it 
may beread men of mercy and good will, and ſo con- 

ſtruedeicher ay or actively. 

I. Ina paſfirve ſenſe, men of mercy and good will, 
are thoſe upon whom God will have mercy, and to 
whom he beareth a ſengular goof will. The Lord is 

ood unto all, and his tender mercies are over all his 
ecat.rns.o) Y 797 ks Caith the Pſalmiſt) there being no creature {0 


Ifa. 86, ults 


mean : 


© 4 


us 


of approaching Fudgment. = 
mean and baſe, which giveth not a Specimen of his 
goodneſs, but yer hi delights are with the ſounes of 
men, and his love to mankind, 1s greater then to 
any of his creatures - upon which account the Pſal- 
miſt ſaith alittle before, Lord, what. i man, that thou PlAl.144. 3. 
takeſt knewledge of him, or the ſonne of man, that thou 
makeſt account of him ? And as God' hath a mere 
= love to m4 then axy other creatares, ſo. he 
ath a more peculiar love to the: righteows then any 
other men; in which reſpe&t the Pſalzziff\ laith elſe- 
where, Thou Lord wilt bleſs the righteous, with favour Plal.z. 12. 
wilt thou compaſs him as with a Shield. 
;In this conſtrud710n, there is very good ſe to be 
made of the wordin this Scripture. | 
I,” Partly to inform us, that they who periſh in 
this world, may yet be Gods favourites. Mex are 
apt to think that God ſhould not let the winde blow 
upon his darlings, but they are deceived; his love 
is not a Motherly and cockering, but a Fatherly and 
rudent love, Benjamin was not the leſs regarded. 
by Foſeph, becauſe the Cup was found in his. Sack : 
We muſh not _ from the preſence of outward 
afflitions, the abſence of divine affe#ion. When 
| he who was the righteows one, of whom. the Fa- 
ther ſaid, This is my beloved Sonne in whom TI am ya... 9, 
well pleaſed, was a man of ſorrowes, and acquaint- | 
ed with griefs : Yea, upon the. Croſs, breathed 
forth that dolefu# language , My'God', my. God; 
| why haſt thou forſaken me ? as being left by Gad; 
to the will of his exemies. Let us not doubr, bur: 
{ that riebteoms perſons, though they perifh- by: the 
maliceof men, are yet infavour with God; © 
IAG? | 3, Parth, 
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Mic.7. 2. 


Iſa.32. 8, 


2. Partly to:comport righteoss. ones in the midſt 
of all their ſufferings , conſidering that while the 
world frowns, God {miles, Though the cold wind 
of perſecution blow, yet the Szn-betmes of divine 
affection  ſhi»es upon . them : Though they are re- 
jected as droſs by men, yet they are accounted by 
God as his Fewels, What matters it for mens ha- 
tred, {p we have Heavens love ? This may- make 
the righteos not only contented but cheerfull in (uf- 


-fering the cywelty of their enemies, that they are the 


men whom God markes out for the objets of his 
mercy. EI pet \ 

2, But though this conſtrui7ion be pious and con- 
gruous, yet I rather zxcl;ne to the adZive notion of 
theſe words.z ſo much the rather, becauſe of that 
parallel place in the Prophet Micah, where it is 
ſaid, The good Mean is perifhed out of the earth. In 
this ſenſe, mex of wercy, are ſuch as exerciſe mercy 
towards them thatare in miſery. 

- Mercyinits gexeral notion, is aliens miſerijs conds- 
lere eaſque pro viribus ſublevare; a tender condolence 
with others miſertes, and a rendy willingneſs to ſuccour 
them according. to our ab#lity. -- Such is the: atZivity 
of this grace ., That it -razs* through the- whole 


..Jf the wnderfianadine, it is a ſerious conſideration 
how we may. as good.> The liberal man ( ſaith the 
Prophet .) dewiſeth liberal things. His thoughts 
are taken up with #oxſ#/ting for the relief of the: 
diftreſſed. -. . - rn 09 
_ In. the, avemory, it is a continual ſetting the miſe- 
ries of our Brethren before #s, - The. arercifull man 
AO» EE: / forgetteth 


PA 
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orgetteth the injuries that are done to himſelf, and 
AC aria ths axiferde that are ſuffered oo Ae ; 
he till rhinkerh he heareth them groaning, and 
ſeeth chem bleeding. | EE 
In the will and affeion, it is a ſweet ympathy, 
whereby we do nolls malum, velle bonnm, nill the evil, 
and wil "the good of another, The mercifull mans 
heart aketh tor his Brethren, and he reſents their 
nfferings, as if they were his own, | 
Nor doth mercy only retire it (elf into the cham- 
bers of the ſox!, but /ooketh out at the windowes, 
and goeth out of doors for the ſuccoar of the af- 
flited. Ir opens the eye to ſee and ſearch: out the miſe- 
rable , which beholding them, maketh report to the 
heart, and that being affefFed with ſorrow, cauſerh 
the eye to drop down zeares ; it quickneth the ear to 
attend and lifes to the crzes of the calamitous, like 
the tender Nurſe, which heareth the leaſt whimper- 
ing of the Child. It unlooſeth the tongue to ſpeak 
a word in ſcaſon, pleading with. God and wan for 
them, It puts under the ſhoulder to bear a part of 
the burden, according to that Apoſtolical counſel, 


Bear you ong ansthers burdens. It unclapſeth the Gal.s. z. 


hand to relieve, and knocketh off the fetters from 
the feet: ſo that they are ready to 90, nay runne 
in behalf of the miſerable. In one word, the 
 mercifull mans head is tull of thoughts, his heart of 
ſorrowes, his eyes of teares, month of Prayers, and 
hands of gifts. | ; 

Thus every truly godly man is not only juſt, 
. but good, righteous, but mercifull, He puts on 


viſcera, bowels of mercy and tender] compaſſions to- 
5 C warcs 
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"Tards thein thar afe afflicted]; hes ready to do ope” 


+4, works of mercy, according to his power. By 
-the vne, he draws out his ſoul to the hungry; by the 
ather , he reacheth forth his hand to the neeay. 
W21/1112 mer know that , al/mzes is the poor tans 
* due, and mercy is a debt they owe to the miſerable : 
no wonder if they are carefull to pay it, 

Arid look how far the wiſery of the diſtreſſed 

reachech , 1o far the mercy of the righteous 
Extenderh ; both to the ſouls and bodies of 0- 
*thers. Namely, they are niet of zzercy, eſpeci- 
ally to the ſouls of others ; infirafing the igne- 
rant, confirmin the weak,. connſelling the donbifull, 
warning the” ynraly, perſmading the obſtinate , and 
comforting the, 2rieved.” Nor are they unmindfull 
of the bodies ot others, cloathing the vaked, feed- 
ing the- hungry, refreſhing the thirfly, viſuing the 
; ſick, and entertains 7 the ranger. . . 
\ © Nor is their »zercy only confined to ffiends, but 
enlarged to foes-: Kine Eres men'of good will, even to 
thoſe that bear them z/ will : They dogood, where 
they have: received evil ': They requite injuries 
with courteſies, and want not compaſſion for thoſe 
who are the 7»ſ?rionents of their fs, 

W hileſt then the Feſuited Saints wear the red Coat 
of blood and cruelty, let Gods holy ones be cloathedin 
the white of innecency and pitty, and whileſt their zeal 
flames infury, let our love ſlime in -ercy, What- 
ever they pretend, they are no other then Soxnes of 
Belial, who delight in blood, who ſlay the Father- 
leſs and the widow, and make Perſons, Families, 
nay Nations, miſerable, He hathſhewed thee, O may, 


- of app roachinig Fudgment, | 


II 


What is good, and what the Lord thy G od requireth of © 


thee, but to dojuſtly, aud to love mercy, and to walk 


humbly with thy God. So we read in the Prophecy ,j._ 


of Micah, Syw to 'your ſelves in righteouſneſs, and 


reap in mercy, that is the Prophet Hoſea tus counſel, 
Chrifts bleſſed ones, are ſuch as hanger [after righte- 
ouſneſs, and withall are zercifull, And here jthe 
Charatters of a godly man are righteous and merci- 
full, 1 have done with the frf# branch ,, which 
is the Saints pious diſpoſition, I now haſten to 

2, His Calamitows condition, which is repreſent- 
ed in thoſe words, periſheth, apd taken away. | 

The fir word periſheth, which is of a large accep- 
tion, may be capableof an harſh conſtruction, and ſuch 
as cannot be predigated of a righteous man; in which 


Hoſ.1o,12. 


Mat.5.7. 


reſpect Eliphaz ſaid to Fob, Remember, I pray thee, 9b 4-7. 


who ever periſhed being innocent, or where were the 
righteous cut off '? That ye .may therefore rightly 
underſtand the meaning of the phraſe, know, thae 
there is a three-fold perithing. | 
The fir belongs neither to the righteous, nor to 
the wicked; the ſecond 1s proper only to the wicked; 
the third is common to -the righteous, with the 
wicked. | 
I. Periſhive in its moſt ſfri& notion, 15 tranſitue 
ab eſſe ad non eſſe, a paſſage trom being to not being z 
an utter ex:inition, a totall annihilation. And in 
this ſezſe only the beaf? periſheth, which dying, is re- 
ſolved into its firſt prixciples, and at laſt into ng-" 
thing, Though therefore the wicked man is laid to 
be like the beaſt 
like the beaſt ; indeed, it were happy fox him if he 
= OG might. 


#hat periſheth, yer he doth not periſh pay,q9.26. 


_— 
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Mat. 26.24. 


Prove10.7. 


Joh.4.16. 


3 Fet.4.17. 


-might : For though ſome endeavour by their Me- 
faphyſical notions, to prove a miſerable being, better 
then »s being, yet they muſt give us leave to ſay 
with our Saviour, It were good for that man he had 
gever been bory. Nor isit to be doubted, but that 
the damned neartily wiſh, not to beat all, but (alas) it 
cannot be. | 

2. Thereis aperiſhing, which is peculiar to the 
wicked, and this is two-fold; either periſhing in his 
name, Or periſhing in his perſon. 

I, Only wicked men periſhin their #ames, whileſt 
their 2emorial is cut off from the earth, Though 
the #i/ehteous die, yet their wames live: That ma- 
lice which takes away their life, cannot extineniſþ 


. their wemory; but the wicked- periſh, ſo as to be 


wholly forgotten, or remembred with infamy : ſo true 
is that of the wiſe man, The memory of the 
Juſt is bleſſed, but the name of the wicked ſhall 
rob. 

2. Only wicked men periſh in their perſoxs, that 
is, foul and body, This is that periſhing,. which is 
oppoſed by our Saviour to eternat life; and is ſome- 
times called the ſecond death, In this ſenſe, to pe- 
riſh, is to be eternally miſerable; to be ever periſh- 
ize, and yet never periſhed. And thus, Who ever 
periſhed being righteow ? Indeed S* Peter ſaith, 
the righteoms are ſcarcely ſaved, but there is a great 
deal of difference between ſcarcely , and almoſt : 
Though he is ſcarcely ſaved, that is, not without 
great diffeculty, yet he is ſaved by Gods mercy from 
this periſhing. 

3. Butlaſtly, There is a periſbine which is commer 


__ 
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to the righteous and the wicked, and chus the righte- 
0524s well as the wicked periſh, by the miſeries of 
life, and at length by death. | | | 

1. They perifh by the miſeries of this life; in 
which ſent » periſhing is oppoſed to proſpering - 

. Good men are expoſed to dangers in this world, as 
well as the bad; nay, more then the bad, That 
choſen veſſel S* Payl, reckons a multitude of dangers 
which befell him in this life, where he cels us, char 

' he was in perills of waters, in perills of robbers, in, cg ,, .; 

perills of his own Conntrey-men , in perills by the 

Heathen, in perills in the City, in perilis tn the pyil- 

—_ in perills in the Sea, in perills among falſe 
Brethren, and ſurely what befel{ him, is 2ncident ro 
the moſt righteoxe perions, 

2, They periſh by death, In this ſenſe the Dz- 
ſciples meantit, when they cried, A we periſh. 

Thus Elihy expounds ir, when he faith, A# fleſh 

ſhall periſh together, and men ſhall turn again unto Luk. q 1, 
duſt, Andthis our Prophet intends, when he faith, 
the righteous periſheth. Rs 

If you ſhall ask, why dying, which is only a jones 
ration of the foul from the body, not-an annihilation 
of either, is called a periſhing © I anſwer : 

I. Itisa periſbing, though not 3s, yer @21noukrus, 
in realtty, yet appearance ; though not ſecundy 
ret veritatem, according to the werity of the thine, 
yet ſecundum communem fenſum, accordiag to the 
9p1n10n of the vulzar. When any man dyeth,whether 

ood or bad, he {eemeth- as: one that were periſheg, 

And though ( as our blefled Saviour telleth us) 
all live to God, yet as Muſculws glofleth upon the 

C 3  xexX 


Joh. 24. 35.. 


Luk. 20, 38.. 
t, 


a 
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text, In mundi judicio, in the judgement of the - 


world, they periſh. | 
2. It is a periſhing, though not abſolgte, yet re- 


ſpective, abſolutely yer reſpetively, itis a periſhins 


as to this world, When any man dzeth, as well 
righteous as wicked, he ſo poinech, as that he ſhall 
never again live here ; Upon which account it is ſaid, 
Man giveth up the Ghoſt, and where is he ? Yea, 
holy Fab ſaith of war ch I go whence TI ſhall ngt re- 
turn. This is that which is expres't in that parallel 
Scripture to this, where the Prophet faith, The good 
man is periſhed out of the earth. He is not periſhed, 
ſo as not tobe at all, yet he is periſhed ſo, as to bens 
more upon earth, And this is all that the Prophet 
meanes,. when he ſaith, the r7ghteowe prriſheth. . 


2. This will yet further . appear, if you /9ok upon 
the other word, where it is ſaid, That mercifull men 


are taken away, As the providence of God in na- 


ture, hath made thoſe members double, which are 
moſt uſefult, as the eyes, ears, hands, and feet, that 
if one fail, the other may ſupply; ſo the wiſdome of 
God in Scripture , hath coupled Phraſes together, 
that if the oe be obſcare, the other may explain; 


if the oye be harſh, the other may mollifie it. Itis fo 


Calvin loc, 


here; whereas that phraſe of periſhing is ſomewhat 
dark and rugged, here 1s another word, taking away, 
which ſerveth very zzuch to qualiifie and illuſtrate it. 

The Hebrew word P28 hath a double Conſtru- 
ion, both which are here made »ſe of, namely 
to gather, and to take away, 


Calvinreads itColliguntur,mercifull menare gather- 


ed, Death ſeemeth to bea ſcattering, and ſoa periſh- 
| | Ine, 


1 
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— ” e * An rnmeme 
5ng,but indeedit is a gathering,when men 4je, eſpeci« 
ally good men,they are gathered. So that in this ſenſe ic 
is a great allay to the bitterneſs of the other word 

oeviflnck 

2. Lapide with others read it - auferuntur, with 

which our tranſlation agreeth, are taken away, and 
no doubt it is the moſt genuine rendring of the 
word in ths place, fince this Hebrew word, - where it 
ſignifieth togather, is uſually joe with the Pres 
poſition ſignifying to, whereas herein the very next 
clauſe it is joyned with a Prepoſition ſignifying om, 
and therefore moſt tnly tranſlated , taken a- 
way. 
And now that which the Prophet intends by this 
phraſe, 1s to note two things, 

1. In general, by taking away, 1s meant dying, 
obitus, abitns, death 1s often called a going away, a 
departure , and thus it mollifieth the former word, 

eriſheth, letting us ſee that it is not an extindion, 
[wk only a remotion, an abolition, but an ablation x 
when we die, we do not ceaſe to be at all, only we 
change our place, and are taken away out of this 
world. | 

2, More particularly, by taking away is meant a 
violent death, a dying, when in courſe of nature a 
man might have /ived long; it is one thing for a 
candle to go ont of it ſelf, and another to be blows oat 
by the wind it is oze thing for a flower to wither, 
and avother to be blaſted; it is one thing for a tree 
tofall, and another to be plucked up by the roots : 
Finally, it is oye thing for a ma» to gs away, and 


another to be taken away from any place z thoſe are 
cp Emblemes. 


— 
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Emblemes of a natural, theſe of ' 2 violent death. 
In this notiow this word addeth ſomething to the 
former phraſe, namely, the manner - of the death, 
"The righteous periſheth, and that not in a natural 
way, but is takes away by the hand of wic- 
lence. | | 
The reſult of what hath been faid on this frſt ge- 
neral, amqunts to theſe zo things. _ 
-X;- That righteous and mercifull men periſh, and 
are taken away by death. Indeed it is ſaid of Enoch, - 
Held. 4took him that he ſhould not ſee death, ſo was E- 
' Liab; and had God (o pleaſed, he might have ex- 
empted all righteous men from death, but then nei- 
ther his power in raiſing them to lite, would have 
been ſo illuſtrious, nor their faith and hope in belie- 
wing and expetting a ay. ng ſo conſpicuous; 
in which Jater reipect the Father ſaith well, that 
had good men been priviledged from death, Carni 
quidem falicitas adderetur , adimeretur antem fidei 
fortitudo, though it might have been ſome kind of 
advantage to the frailty of our fleſh, yet it would 
much have detrac7ed from the ſtrength of our faith. 
In great wiſdome therefore hath Gerd ſo erdered it, 
that righteous and mercifall men, as well as others, 
10h.8.51.'1. ſhould walk through the walley of the ſhadow of death. 
26, _ our wn png Tn, He that 
keepeth my [ayings ſhall not (ee death, but he mean- 
oo 71% > if - and > elſewhere he explain- 
eth himſelf, when he ſaith, He that belzewveth in me 
Prov.1o.2. Jha wot die for ever, True it is, Solomon tels us, 
that {-par; gd delivereth from death, but it is 
from the evil, not from the being of death: death 


indeed 


Ambreſ. 


_ & 
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indeed is an advaytage tOa good man, yer ſtill die he 


muſt : But this is not all which the. Prophet. here 7n- 
texds, ſince this periſhing and taking away by death, 
being that which is appointed for all, ſeemeth 
not to be a matter of much lamentation ; and 
therefore that which no doubt is turther aimed at 
in theſe expreſſions, is, | 

2. That ſometimes righteoms and merciful men 
periſh, and are taken away by a violent death, In- 
deed itis that which is threatued by Ged as a curſe 


' upon wicked, eſpecially bloud-thirſly aud deceitful Plal.s5. 22, 


men; it is that which Malefaors are ſentenced to 
by the juſtice of the Fudge ; but yer withall it is that 
which way and ſometimes doth befall Gods own ſer- 
wants z nay which is more ffravge, and yet is many 
times true, the righteous are taken away, whileſt the 
wicked remain. Solomon obſerved it in his time, 


There is ajuſt man that 14 gn jn his righteouſneſs, Eceleſ.7.15, 


and there is a wicked man that prolongeth his life in 
hs wickedneſs ; yea which is yet moſt ſad, but very 
frequent, the righteous periſh by the wicked, and that 
for righteouſnels ſake, and the merciful are taken 
away by cruel{ hands, and that for pzetyes ſake ; 
wicked men never want walzce in their hearts, and 
ſometimes (throngh divine permiſſion) have power 
in their haxds to take away the liberties, eftates, and 
lives of the righteons. One of the firit good men that 
was in the world began this bitter cup, which xany 
both »2ex of God and other godly men have fince 
pledged, It was the complaint of the Chnrch in the 


ald Teſtament, and S* Paxl taketh it up as moſty,, 


truly applicable ro the Church of the New, For thy 
” a ſake 
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Kom. 8.33. 


Iſa.530. 


ſake we are killed all the day long, and are accounted 
as ſheep for the ſlawghter. ; 

"This is that which the wiſe God ſaffers to come: to 
paſs for mayxy excellent ends, 

That nile men by ſuch bloody a&ts, may fill up 
the meaſure of their ſins, and thereby at once haſte 
and heighten their puniſhment, 

That good men may have occaſion of exerciſing 

and manifeſting many graces particularly ; the /exgrh 
of their patience ; the height of their courage, and 
the depth of their charity. When a man endurerh 
tothe exd, {uffering evendeath it lelf, patience hath 
its perfect work, That's a Reſolution indeed which 
maketh a man faithfull ro the death, and enableth 
him to look upon us pale viſage with confidence. 
"There cannot be greater charity then to forgive my 
enemy ; eſpecially when he peyſecuteth me to the 
death. So that when righteous men periſh violently, 
their graces flouriſh gloriouſly. 
, "That hereby 7:ghteozs men may be fully con- 
formable to the righteous. one, the Meffiah, concer- 
ning whom this Prophet foretel{eth that he ſhould be. 
cut off (as the tree is by the ax) from the land of 
the living, And in yeſþe? of which the Apoſtle 
chargeth thoſe Fews, that by wicked hands they had 
taken and ſlain him. 

Finally, That by ſo perifiing, the Religion which 
they profeſs, may be honoured, and the God whom 


they ſerve, glorified, Since though both theſe are 
in {ome mealure effecFed by doing well, and living 
#prightly, yet muchmore by [uferizg il, and dying 
cheerfully ina righteous cauſe, SS FIN 


And. 


94 
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the conftaeration ' hereof 


And now what ſhould 


teach us, but EY 
'7, That certainly there is ayother world beſides 


this, wherein a difference ſhall be put between the 
righteous and the wicked; between him that fearerh 
God, and him that feareth Him not. Here the richte- 
0:4 periſh as well as the wicked; nay, the irlfecs 
periſh, and the wicked proſper, and the merciful are 
taken away by the wicked. Burt ſhall it be ſo alwayes ? 
Will not the Fudge of all the world do right ? Will 
there not be 4 Reward for the righteous ? Yes 
doubtleſs. And fincein this world all things fall a- 
like toall, and for the woft part it fareth better with 
the wicked then the godly, it neceflarily followerh 
that there is a fate after death, wherein the righre- 
ou judgment of God in 00 uy, the wicked, who 
now proſper, and recompenſing the righteous, who 
now periſh, ſhall be made mar F 
- 3, That it'is a _weedfull prudence, in righteous 
and mercifull men, to improve their time and Talents 
in (erving Gd, ant doing good to others whileſt they 
live. "They muſt: periſh at 1aft by a natural, they 
may be taken away ſoon by a violent dewth'; and 
when they periſh, all ability and opportunity will be 
taken away of doing good works, either 'of piety or 
pitty, jufice or mercy. Oh then, how great zndu- 
ry and celzr4ty is needfull in putting Forth them- 


[th to the u'moſt for God, their ſouls, their Bre- 
threnwhileſt they ive ! that oy may do much in 
2 little time,” according to that ſage advice of the 
wiſe man, Whatſoever thy hand findeth to do; dWyg ge ,_ 


2t withthy might, for there #s no work, nor device, 
| D 2 nor 
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nor knowledge, nor wiſdome, in the grave whither they 
oeft. 
: 4 That ſowing in righteouſneſs, and reaping in 
mercy, they would not be arſcouraged from the Pr 
pr_ of this feriſhin and taking away. .I am 
| afraid(ſuch thoughts as theſe do ſometimes ariſe in 
. the minds of men: How dieth the wiſe man even as 
. the fool, the righteous as the wicked ? Let me live 
never ſo well, 1 muſt periſh : Nay, my conſcientious 
walking may yy ph my ruine. How much better is 
it to ſpend my aayes in pleaſure, ard indulge to my 
luſts while#t I live, ſince I can but die at laft ? But 
far be \uch reaſonings trom wile and righteous men, 
eſpecially when we confider how. great a mercy the 
very periſhing of the: righteous, and taking away of 
the merciful is; which will appear, if we proceed 
co the 
2. Mitigation of the complaint, as it: is ,expyeſled 
1n the cloſe of the. werſe, The righteous are taken a- 
way from the evilto come, © 
Oueſt. Fhere are (according to. the known diſtinion of 
theSchooles) zwo ſorts of evil, the ane of fin, and 
the other of puniſhment, and it is true in reference to 
both. 
Anſw. I. When rightcous men die, they are taken away 
from the evil of ſx, into. which they are'prone to 
Hier. Ep. aa #48, 1 long as they live. Nuſquam tuta eff humans 
Euftoch. fr agilitas, laith St.. Herome, Humane frailty is never 
ſafe. In ths world we are continually aſfavlted, and 
ſometimes. capt#vated ; but death puts us out of all 
anpger:;, wehall be tempted no longer, and ſinne 10. 
HOT Es. 
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2, But no doubt it is the ev/ of puniſhment which 
here the Prophet intends, and thus it may admit of a 
double notion. 

I. They are taken away from thoſe ordinary per- 
ſonal evils,to which they,with the reſt of mankinde,are 
ſubject in this world, The beſt men whileſt they we 
bere, are expoſed to aches,parns, fickneſſes, loſſes, croſ- 
ſes, manifold trowbles and miſeries : But when' they 
die, all teares are wiped away from their eyes : Feares gey ry, (6, 
removed from their hearts : They reſt from their la- | 
bours, lo St. Fohn, They enter into peace ; they re## 114.57.2. 
in their beds, {0 our Prophet in the very next verſe. 

2. But that which is here principally meant,is, that 
the riehteozs and merciful arc tAen away by death, 
from ſome extraordinary and publick evil of Fadge- 
ment,which 1s to come upon the place where they live. 

Thoſe words of the Prophet,Come my people enter thou Ia.26.20 
into thy chambers,ſhnt thy doors about thee ,, hide thy ſelf 

45 it were for a little moment, while the indignation be 
overpa#t;are by ſome exponnded of the chambers of the 

grave, in which God is pleaſed to hide his people, be- 

tore he comerh forth of his place to puniſh the Inhabi- 

rants of the world, 

Indeed, this & not alwayes the diſpenſation of Di- 
vine Providence; Sometimes the righteous are taker 
away in the common calamity, together with the wick- 
ed, The freitſull and barren trees areblown down at 
once by the ſame windot Fudement. Perhaps, good 
men, have by /iafull complyances, been involved in 
the »ational guilt, and no wonder if they are allo /z- 
volvedinthe national puniſhment, 


Sometimes the righteous are delivered from the come 
D 3 mon. 
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mon miſery, and yet not taken away by drath. Whi: 
leſt the whole world is overwhelmed with a deluge of 
waters, Noah is preſerved alive in the Ark. When $9- 
dom is to be deft; oyed, Lotis lent to Zoar. And when 
Feruſalem is to be overthrown, the godly are admoni- 
ſhed togoto Pella, That Promiſe in the Pſalms, hath 
been ſometimes /terally and fully verified in a time of 
peftilential infection, A thouſand ſhall fall on thy right 
hand, and ten thonuſandon thy left, but it ſhall not come 
nigh thee; Godiets 2 mark upon the mourners,and the 
deſtroying Angel paſleth by them as he did by the 7 {- 
raclites houſes in «Egypt. | 

* Andthen ſometimes the righteous are taktn away by 
death,before the geſſeral deſolarioncome. Thus God 
dealt with Foftah that good King, before the captivity 
of Iſrael. St. Auſtin (that godly Father) before 
the deſtruction of Hippo ;, and Lnther that eminent 
Door before the devaſtation of Germany. 

-; Before I go any farther, it will not be.a7iſs rotake 
notice how this truth unfolds the riddle, and cleareth 
the feeming 7»juſtice of Divine Proceedings. We 
ofttimes ſee, and ſeeing,wonder ; nay, perhaps repine 
at it, that good menare taken ont of, whileſt wicked 
men cot:yne 18 this world, But ſurely this can be no 
juſt sauſe of caſting any blemiſh upon Divine Diſp enſa- 
t50ns, when we confider.that 

On the o»e hand the wicked are preſerved, but it is 

or the evil 30 come. Theyeſcape tor a time,that ſome - 
remarkable F#dgment may tall upon them. As the 
voice told that wicked wretch, when ſiceping' under a 
rotten wall, it awaked him, and ſaved him-from the 
rune. Su1aTOr aAvmy Wy ZRuNs, caves SN i! evnalbunrG-, [© 


ſaved | 


a 
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ſavedthee from the wall,reſerving thee for the wheel, 
On the other hand, the righteoms are indeed taken 
away, but it is from the evil to come, So that whileſt + 
the wicked mans preſervation 1$a cnrſe, the good mans 
periſhing is a favour. God ſpareth the one in anger, 
and taketh away the other in mercy, | 
Indeed, Rzghteoms men are taken away from the e- 
vil to come, upon'a doubleaccount, | 
1. Newveniat, That the evi! which is ts coxze upon 
the place may not come upon them: Gm will not have 
his righteous ones to be ſpecFators of, nor ſufferers in 
thoſe rates, which his fefice hath decreed to infliF 
upon the wicked tor their fines. This is rendred as 
the reaſoz why that immature death betell Fofiah who 
was ſlain in the battef that he might not ſee the ev! 
which was comne. 
2, Ut veniat, That the evi! may come and be in- 
flited on the place: tor (Belgved) yon muſt know 
that whileſt 7/2hteozes men live,they are very prevalent 
with God by their prayers and tcars to keep off judge- 
ment - Wnns homo plus valet orando, quam mille puz- K® 
nando, one righteous man can do more by prayer, then 
a thouſand by armes. Let me alone 1aith God to Moſes, Exod.z2.10. 
that my wrath may wax hot againſt this people, Fatetur 
ſe Moyſis orationibus teneri, tothe gloſs : God ſeemerh 
to confeſs that his hands were as it were tied by Moſes 
his Prayer, {o that he could 2ot paniſh that idolatrons 
eople, 1 can do nothing (laid the Angel tO Lot) gary ee, 
whileſt thou art hcre., Good men ſtand in the gap to F= 
turn away the wrath of God trom the Natzon where 
they live: and therefore when God's reſolved, and the 
i122 prefixed is accompliſhed, that he will deſtroy a 
people, 
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people, he ſuffereth the wicked to fill up the meaſure 


of their finnes, by killing his ſervants - or elle he ap- 


points ſome other meares by which they are removed 


out of this world from the evil to come. 

The Meditation of this truth affords matter 
of 

I. Comfort to the righteous. Sr pci $4©, amoniret 
©, ſaid the Greek Poet, Whom God loveth, he ayeth 
young, Certain it is,that when God cuts off any righte- 
#5 Ones betimes, Or permits them to be cut off by their 
bloody enemies, though theſe do it in malice, he ſuf- 


fers it in love, For (tell mgy is it not a mercy to be 


' put into a.ſafe harbour, before the ſtormy tempeſt ariſe 2 


Hebr .1222, 
23» 


To get into the Hoſe,before the thunder and lightning 
rain,and hail fall ? This is Gods deſign in taking a- 
way his Servants, and therefore they have reaſon to 
bid deatb welcome, Indeed, the ſtrongeſt conſolation 
2Sainſt-death, 15 the conſideration of the terminus ad 
quem, towhat the righteous are taken, even that good, 
and blrff, and glory to come. They. are taken to an 
innumerable company of Angels,to the fturits of the juſt 
men made perfetr, They are taken to 2 Palaceof Glo- 
795 a Paradiſe of Pleaſure ; and a Manſion of Etcrni- 
ty, Finally, they arezaken tothe Beatifical Vihon of 
the face of God, and the full fruitioz of his glorious 
preſence. But withall it is comfortable to reflet on 
the terminns 4 que, from what they are takes, from 
the evil, miſery, and calamity to come upon the place 
where,and people among whom they l;wed. 

2. Terrour to the wicked, Nothing more uſual 
with godly men, then to rejoyce when the r/ghteons 
are rakes awaytfrom among them. They had yr her 
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have their r90zz then their copany ; as being deſirous 
to be 7:4 of them, Hence it is, thatthey axe not on= 
ly g/ad of, but many times very attive in taking as 
way the righteous, They do not account themſelves 
ſafe whileſt the godly are among them. But oh what 
fools are they, and how grolsly deceived ! Rejoyce not 
4g ainſi me, O mine enemy;(aith the Church, So may 
every Sonnxe of the Church. Little cauſe have the 
wicked to rejoyce : Nay,inftead of lawghing they have 
more cauſe to weep, when the righteous aretaken away, 
For if the righteons be taken away from, it muſt needs 
* follow that their taking away, is a ſig of evil to come, 
So that the death of the godly, 1s a ſad Prognoſtick of 
the deſtrutFion of the wicked, What awallis to a 
Town,an hedge to a Field,a pillar to an Hoſe, that is a 
righteous roan to the place where he hveth. And 
therefore as men,when they 7ntend to take the Town, 
batter the walls; to lay waſte the Field, pluck up the 
hedge ;, to pull dows the Houſe, take away the pillar - 
So AlmightyGod,when he d:ſignethto pluck np,to over 
throw,and to pull down a Kingdomor a Nation, he firſt 
removeth his own Servatits. Wicked men look upon 
the good, as thorns and pricks to offend them, whuleſt 
they havemore cauſe to account them as Chariots and 
Hotſe-men to detend them. They think themſelves 
moſt ſecure and happy, but indeed they are then near- 
eſt to miſery and r#/ne,when the godly are taken from 
them. By taking away the righteous, they zntenda 
courteſpe to themſelves,but it 1s 1n trith,as a courteſie to 
the ggod;(o an injury to themſelves : Though yer ſuch 
is the b{;udye(s of their mizds, they will not ſee z and 
the hardueſs of their hearts, that they will not conſider 
it. Whych leads me to the E Other 
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Other part of the text, the Complaint which the Pro- 


Gen, 2d, phet taketh up-againſt che. wicked in theſe words, No 


wean layethit to heart, none confidering. 

It might be here taken #orzce of in gexeral, chat the 
ſin which the Prophet declazaveth againit,is not poſitive 
but negative, Not the bloody taking away of righte- 
0145 ONES 3 not the cruel rejoyering at their fall, but the 
#0: laying it to heart. Indeed,to be an Inſtrument of, 
or laugh at the calamity of the godly,making their tears 
ou wine,their ruine our ſport, is. abomizable, But 
though we be natinthe ſeat of the ſcorners, yet if we be 
not in the poſture of mourners,it is juſtly ca/pable, Thus 
Dives 1scharged by our bleſled Sawiowr, not with op- 
prefing Lazarus, by taking any thing from him, but 
#ot relicving him, in giving ſomethine to him, There 
are ns of omiſſton as well as commiſſion. Thereare 
breaches of the negative as well as of the affirmative 
Precepts. We ſiz as well (though not ſo »»4ch) in 
ot dozng the good requiredzas in doing the evil prohibi- 
ted.Not only the waſtfull Steward, but the unprofitable 
Servaut, ſhall be caſt owt. The Yine that bringerht: 
torth zo grapes,{hall be cut down as well as that which 
bringerh forth wide grapes, Thoſe whom &brift will 
at the laſt day ſetat his left hand, are not accuſed with 
any evil or unjuſt acts they did, but only with negle## 
ot thoſe charitable acts they ought to have done. Ob, 
let us make conſcience Of not doing, as well as dg- 
ing, 

"ro let this go,. the ſinxe in particular reproved, is, 
zot laying to heart, and eoxfpdering the death of the 
righteons ; Concerning which I ſhall briefly diſcover 
three. things ; the nature,the extent, and the gilt of it; 
nl Is. The: 
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1. The Nature of the fn, what itis,will the better 
appcatit we obſerve the Emphaſis of the words; the 
one whereot conſidering :,'S 28 act of the Fudgement, 
weighing things in the 6alance of Reaſon : the other, 
laying to heartzreters to the affetF#ons, fince then any 
thing is laidto heart,when we are deeply affeFed with ir, 
Theſe do one infer the other ; lince what we affef,we 
take into conſideration, and by confidering,we come to 


be affected. Whileſt 1 was mufing the fire kindled,Caith Pial.39.3, 


David. The conſfiderationot any object, cauſeth ſy- 
table affedtions z it delightfmil;joy ; it hurifull, ſorrow. 
'The fault then here charaerized,,is,that though the 
righteous were taken away before their eyes, yet they 
did not lay it totheir hearts. And though they could 
not but take notice, yet they would not conſider it ; 
atleaſtwiſe not ſo ſer/os/ly and affedtionately as they 
ought. | > 
oo The Extent of this fi, will be the more evr- 
dent,if we obſerve the leveral Cirouwmfances by which 
if is 47g14vated, Re 
I. It was not the'death of any,but a righteoms wan z 
not of one. but of -:ay m2reifull men: and ſome of 
thoſe, zee of Grd, and yer it was not laid to heart. 
2. Theſe righteozes and mercifull ones, did not die 
2 natural death, but were taken away, when yet they 
might have [ved (in courſe of nature) many yeares 
longer ; and done 2 great deal of ſervice for God in 
their Generation, And yet this was not laid to heart 
by them* | 
3. This taking away the righteous by death,did poy- 
zend no leſs then y4ine and wiſery to come, and that 
upon themſelves: And yet they were {o ſtupid as xot to 
conſider it, | E 2 4+ And 
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4+ And which enlargeth the Complaint ,their fault 
Was general: None eonfidered,none laid to heart. That 
13 very few, as elſewhere ; There # none riehteons.. 
By which phraſe is intimated, though not a »»U/ity,yer 
a paucity ;, not one of many were ſenſible of the loſs, 
a ſpiritual Zethargyhad ſeized upon the moſt, and the 
diſeaſe was become Epidemical. 

3-. The Guilt of this ſinne, howgreat It is, will be 
manifeſt ina three-fold reſpe. 

I. Inregard of God, it argueth want of Pzety, Al- 
mizhty. God hath _ us in this wor/d,as upon.a The- 
ater that we might take notice of the various paſſages 
of his Providence, So that not to regard his works 
and conſider the operation of his hands, cannot but 
bighly prowoke him. Indeed, they are equally bad, not 
to regard the ſounding of his wordn our ears, and not 
to obſerve the appearaxces of his works1n our eyes. A- 
mong his many Providential'works, none more ob- 
ſervable then the taking amuy. of the wmercifull, For 
certainly, it a ſþ arrow fall not to the ground,. much leſs. 
doth a $aimt,without Divine permiſſion. It the hairs 
of his head are numbered, ſurely his head cannot be 
taken off,without a ſpecial* Providence, Indeed, the 
periſhing of a righteous man, is a work at: once, both 
of Gods mercy and Fudgement.. Mercy to him,Fudge- 
ent to the wicked. And xot to conſider fuch a work, 
ſo asto lay it taheart, muſt needs be a great ſin againſt 
him, | 

2, In regard of the righteous, it argueth waxt 7 
pitty.. To him that us affiicted ({aith Fob) pitty ſhould 
be ſhewed from a friend ;, and eſpecially to him that is 
perſecuted to the death. We may obſerve among 
| So ng I beaſts,, 
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beafts, (even Swine) 2 ſympathy; ſothat' when one Ld 
is killed, the reſt are troubled : And' ſhall:there: not 
| beamong men ?f Didicimus cum homines fimus, aliens 
6alamitatibus moveri, nothing more humane, . then 
to be moved with compaſſion towards them that are - 
under ſufferings. So that it is not only: impiecty, but 
znhumanity. © ET BR. 

3. Inregardof the perſons themſelves, itargueth 
wart of wiſdome. When the righteous periſh,and mer- 
cifull men arg taken away, it is a loſs to them who re- 
main. They loſe the light of their good Example,the 
benefit of their Prayers, And ſhould not this be. con- 

ſdered ? Nay, it is not only a Joſs, but (as hath. 
been already expreſſed)it is a doletull preſage of ruine : 

: And ſhallic not be laid to heart ? So that it argueth a 
{enſleſs ſtupidity not to confider what is ſo much our 
"own concernment, By all whichit appeareth an impious, 
an inhumane, and unnatural fiane which our Prephet 
bemoaneth, when he ſaith, The righteons pl 
and no mai layeth it to heart, and mercifull men are 
taken away, none conſidering that the righteous are 
taken away from the evil to come. 

Oh theo, be we all exhoyted to the comrary duty.sg- 
lomon the wiſe, ſeemeth to promiſe himlelt, that when 
the livine are in the houſe of mounning, they will Jay Eccleſ.7.2:. 
it to heart, And if we ought. to lay. .to heart the 
death of any, much more of righteous men: and e- 
ſpecially, when either Foſ#a/ the King, or Elzah the 
| Prophet, or Zacharias the Prieſt, are taken trom us, 

Though the $#2 is not much obſerved by us whilleſt it 
ſhineth, yer if it beinan Eclipſe, who doth not take 
aatice of it? Oh, let not the Zclipſe, and much 

1 leſs. 
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Jeb the ſe:timpof any of Gods eminens fervancs paſs 
by trxrevarded.! Let us then conſider and lay to heart 
the earth of the righteous, 

I. Recordando, by keeping a Reerfter of the death 
of the Gol tn all &ges, but chiefly im the age wherein 
we live; both as to'the gualsty of the Mead the 
manner of their death, 

2, Lamentando, by bewailing their removal! from 
us: Not in reſpect of thezx,to whom death is a favour, 
bur in regardof our ſelves,who may in their dzpariure, 
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fadly foretell approaching miſery. * E 

3. Imitando,by following the good example both of 
their life and death, ſo tar as we acecalledioit, By 
which means, ther death will not only be rtherr gain, 
but #awr 5. | 

4. Preparanas, by fitting our ſelves for that evil 
which their death forerells, that whileſt the ſimple paſs 
on and are puniſhed, we may like pradent men foreſee 

Prov.22.3- the evil, and hide owrſelves : or rather God may hide 
us, either by preſerving us 12 #7, or by taking us away 
(as he hath other of his ſervants) before the wenge- 
ance come. 

And now (Beloved) leſt Tand you ſhould be guil- 
ty of the finne, againſt which my text declaimeth, give 
me leavein afew words to put you in minde of the 
death of that righteous and mercifall man of God, who 

D+ Jobn Hewit hath been lately zaken from us. 
ho 9% whotlied Fe Titles, which I hope nome will envy him, finceif we 
pchodo $. and _ look no further then his death, we ſhall find juſt occaſion 
A et nn of plying them to him. As for the cazſe of his 
FEA Gregories the death, 1t cencerneth not me tomedadle with it ; T hall 
7 Kh pride A * kaye thecenſare of it to that dey, whenall the Fudge- 
ment 
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went of men ſhall be ſcanned over. 'ButT ruff none 


will be offended, it I take notice of the waxxer af his 


death, T he righteous ( faith Solowen) i 4s bold A &Prov.28.r. 


Lion. And again,The righteaus hath hope in his death. 
And ſuxely,it was the confaiexce of a well led{ife;thar 
made him ſo weekly bold, hnmbly canfident at his deaths 
the righteouſneſs of his way,which filled-lum-with cheer- 
fulnels at his end. Of all a&#s of mercy, nane greater 
then the remitiing injuries, and forginung eweries 
and.now great a meaſure he had; of thrs grace; thole 
charitable lines which were readat his Fanerall,and the 
ſweet words he wtered on the Scaffold,abundantly teſts- 
fie. I want both 2/2 and tongne, to give you a Nar- 
rative of his life, which was a, canſteltation of many 
bright Stars, many exceBent Graces which were obws- 
0:4 to all that kwew him COIN the whole cawſe 
of his converſation. This righteoms and mererfall man 
is now periſhed from the earth,and taker away from us; 
but ſo, as that, ] have goodreefon to; beliewe bes re- 
moved to that place of 6/;f,vehere he enjoyeth: the;/a+ 
ciety of Saints and Angels, yea, of God him- 
ſelf 
And now (Beloved) let itnot be ſaid, Ont of fight 
out of mind, We can no longer exjoyhim,but(I hope) 
we ſhall not forget him; eſpecially not you (my Bre- 
thren) among whom he hath ſpext his paines,aand ex- 
hauſted his ſtrength, to do your ſouls Good, 6 
Do you (I beſeech you) conſider and remember 
how often you have beheld him in this holy Mount - 
how many wholeſome Reproo#s,C onn{els,and Comforts 
you have heard from him, and withall reflect upon 
your own anthankfulneſs for, unprofitableneſs — 
| : by 
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his and the labours of others of Gods faithfull Servants 
among you. - Finally,do yox, and let us all ſeriouſly lay 
to heart what a (ad preſage the death of this good man 
is of r#ine and deſtruction, whileſt me thinketh he ſatth 
to us this day in tne.words of his Saviour, woo not for 
me (Tam taken away from the evil to come) but wee 

for your ſelves, upon whoms evil is likely to come, unleſs 
by your reall and ſpeedy repentance you prevent it. And 
now 1am come to the exd of my Sermon, and that 
which was my end in Preaching it ; to ftirre up both 
my ſelf and yow to conſider the death of this Righteous 
man:not ſo,as to be i5bttered againſt the 1n#rumenrs 
by whom it hath been effeZZed, but againſt our ſelves 
for our ſinnes which have procuredit ; that this dolefull 
loſs may be an occaſion of our ſorrowfull Repentance, 
and that Repentance may prevail with God to avert 
thoſe Fudgements which hang over Us, tO continge his 
faithfull Labourers among us, and reſtore his ancient 


bleſſings to us ; which God grant for his wercies ſaks 
in Feſes Chri#, Amen, | 
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